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     Sept , llth
Dear Sir, 

, 1832 

 
 My Sister and myself beg you will accept our thanks 
for your kind letter of the 6th

the young woman in whom my Sister is so deeply interested.  She 
.   Its enclosure was from Eliza Hatter 

writes in good health and spirits to one of her Sisters, and says, 
"I never was better satisfied in my life, If I only had my dear re- 
lations and Friends with me.  We enjoy the same liberty here our 
Masters and Mistresses do in America.  I am so well pleased with 
my situation I would not change it for all America.  You need 
not be afraid to come, every person has to see trouble and incoveni 
-ence at first in a new country; I have seen almost as much trouble 
as any person, and I know I am satisfied.  I get a great deal of 
work to do, I keep a girl ten years old for her victuals and clothes. 
I have taught her to read and sew, she assists me in cooking and cleaning.  I have 
coffee in my lot, a good many other trees and 
the guava which makes excellent
and your family, Mother and her family, and if my dear husband 

 nice sweet meats.  If I only had you, 

was returned, I should be as happy as the day is long.  My hus- 
band left me in the Packet Richmond the last of Dec.  He went 
out as steward.  I suppose you have heard before this of Mrs

death, she lived only two weeks after the birth of her little boys 
 Greens 

one died the same day, the other is three months old." 
The Mrs

sent out, she died a Christian death, her letters from the first, were 
 Green of whom she speaks was one of the women my sister 

cheerful anticipating the best prospects, she lost three children on the pas- 



sage and at the first landing; from the measles taken while at Norfolk. 
Their Mother, a fine Christian woman has the care of her children, three 
are regularly at school and Mr

Sister they learn well.  Were their letters here I could make ex- 
 Green her husband writes my 

tracts containing similar experiences of entire contentment, but my 
Sister has sent them to a friend who is deeply interested in this most 
righteous cause.  Reuben Hatter the husband of the young woman 
who writes to her Sister, was not in very good health, and determined 
to try a voyage home, his health was entirely restored, but the rough treat- 
ment he met with here I expect will effectually prevent a wish to 
return.  Thus he staid while at the residence of Mrs Dr

from whose late husband my Sister purchased him, he was presented, 
 Washington, 

by some ignorant slave holders who took the alarm, as "one making 
reports calculated to excite discontents", and so much talk about him, 
that he would have returned immediately to Philadelphia, had we 
not prevented him, fearing the cholera.  his conduct while here was 
perfectly harmless, he worked for his former mistress, and was cheerful 
except uneasiness at so long an absence from his wife and home.  I really 
think his countenance is changed, he looks up, with an impression we 
never see in the face of the slaves or the poor freeman
He talks of farming when he returns to Liberia, of building on the 

 of this country. 

little farm allotted to him, and renting out his house in Monrovia, 
says the peace has improved most wonderfully in the two years 
he has known it, that the people are very moral, and that every  
man who will be honest and industrious there "can be a gentle- 
man".  I think you would be pleased to hear him say, "our Courts", 
"our Missionary", and "our Governor".  He seems to have the highest 
esteem and respect for Govr

from what he says, in __ of the Colonists, the one Great man in the 
 Mechlin, he is evidently in his eyes or 

world.  Dr

arrival of the Ruth, and gave her directions what diet, M
 J H Mitchell informed my Sister most kindly of the 

r

had better pursue on his journey and while in Philadelphia. 
 Hatter 

He bore letters to Mrs

tho his time here was uncomfortable the impressions made on the 
 Ann R Pages people, and I think on the whole 

minds of the free people of colour will be useful. 
 We too dear Sir have Infection almost at our doors, in Charlestown 
just three miles distant, where our church is, where our deer Pastor 
resides, where our Phisicians are, and where our servants continually 
resort we have had four fatal Cases of cholera, and two more whose 
deaths may reach us while I am writing.  One of the fatal cases 
was a most honest and industrious man the father of the Revd 



Mr

who went to Norfolk with my Sisters emigrants.  Dear Sir 
 A Lamon the young gentleman, then a student of divinity 

may you, and all you love, be kept by Almighty Power from 
Sickness and death, as should wisdom which never was, send this 
swift messenger to call you to his blessed presence, Who "Is Love" 
may he raise up to labvour in love for a wretched people one 
as devoted in Spirit as his grace has made you to be. 
    With affectionate respect and high esteem your Friend 
   J B Blackburn 
PS As you dear Sir recollect any thing about a letters enclosed 
forty five think it was directed to Mr Mc

Tobacco for Reuben Hatter, Andrew Green, & Thomas Johnson, the letter, 
Pail, to be laid out 

written to them at that time were received, it was last October, but the 
Tobacco never reached them.  They are doing so well without it 
that my Sister only mentions it, fearing that negligences on the 
part of the Captn

the emigrants may be injurious to the cause of the Colony. 
 to whom goods of any value are committed for 

   respectfully  J B Blackburn 
 
       
The Revd R R Gurley 
 Washington  
   DC 
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   Annfield.  11th

Dear Friend, 
 October – 1832 – 

 Ever since the intelligence of the death 
of your Infant, I have been desirous of writ- 
ing to you – not to point you to consolation 
for of that I fully trust you were in possession; 
but to offer that sympathetic feeling I so 
peculiarly owe you.  Every dispensation 
of God, which touches the heart, is but 
improved when it causes active benevolence 
to relieve another’s woe – may this set your 
soul to still inonared stedfastness of faith
the sufferings of those i

 in the great work of relieving 
nnumerable

delivered from sorrow, in Africa, and in 
, to be 

our United States -  & may the tenderness 
of the bereaved Mother’s heart, lead her to 
participate more than ever in all your la 
borious pursuits – dear Willy F.! may you 
be taught to train him up for God, and 
God alone, and the Holy Spirit sanctify 
him.  We know that the departed, is in 
the Kingdom of Heaven – Christ’s blood redemes 
every Spirit which is summoned before it has re 
quired knowledge of good and evil – “of such is 
the Kingdom of Heaven” – Jesus spoke these words – 
A letter from Mrs. Custis, mentions you as in 

http://www.fold3.com/image/#29606917�


the midst of danger from the Cholera – God 
knows who He means to take from Earth & 
who to continue here – His Will is Love
who desire it – perfect Love – then what de 

 to all 

sire can we fear – it is our Father who is do 
ing all this devastation among His makers, 
but O, if a dispensation has been granted to 
us of pardon and peace thro’ atoning blood ! 
if we look above, all these scenes, to the 
Hand that doth them, how many are under 
darkness – unhumbled before the Lord – and 
can we be true followers, must we not be 
self deceivers, if we are not in trouble for 
others as for our own Souls – when I think 
of this, and find such a deficiency in that 
Spirit which brought my Saviour from the 
Skies, I can only look up, and lay my case 
before the Lord and commit myself and all 
on one level
not on one – for I feel below and behind all- 

 to His pardoning Grace – no 

having been so graciously dealt by, reclaimed 
from oppressive nature – shown the glories of 
reclaiming Love – sit above earthly pursuites – 
yet not absorpt as I should be, by adoring 
devotedness in thought word and deed to my 
God – continually realizing eternal scenes – do 
ing and not doing every trifle with a view 
to it consisting with the great whole of which 
it forms a part, in bringing on my Saviour’s 
Kingdom – 
On the next leaf I have copied the passages from  
the letters Miss Blackburn tells you of (in her let 
ter herein enclosed) which she wished you to have, but 
having lent them to a friend, could not furnish you 
___ 
When will Capt Abels return? – whenever he 
does I know that I shall hear from you – Mrs 
Hannah Hilham’s letter from Monrovia, which 
was published in the Recorder in the course of last 
summer was a great comfort to me – If Mrs 
Cash’s had not gone down, please inform her we have 



written to Old Point expecting she would be there   Mrs A R Page 
 
Extracts from Mrs Eliza Hatter’s letter to her for 
mer Owner – written by her own hand – dated 12th

“Dear Mistress, 
 July 1832 

  You know not what pleasure it gives 
me to receive a letter from you – and such kind 
affectionate letters – my dear friend how shall I ever 
return your kindness.  You write to know what sort 
of a house we have – our house has one front room, 
  When Mr. Hatter returns he intends to build a stone house. 
a shed room, and one above stairs.  ^  – our lot is in 
a very pretty part of the town, and I have a  
great many very pretty trees growing in it – I send 
you by Mr. Hatter some Tortoise shell, and a little 
Ivory tooth – and some shells to Miss – and – 
give my love to them, and tell them I wish they 
had such a sweet Beach to walk
ing and evening walks, as we have here. 

 take their morn 

   My dear Mistress you do not know how thank- 
ful I am to you for buying my husband. 
You desire me to write my own letters and I am 
afraid you will not be able to read it – We have 
two Baptist Churches.  Mr Teage has now a church 
of his own.” 
 
Extracts from Mr Andrew Green’s letter –  
   to the same 
“Dear Mistress, 
  I embrace this opportunity to inform 
you that my Wife is dead – she died on the last of April, 
she hlaid sick 10 days – she had twins – one of them 
died the same day – The other is still living – I was much 
interested while she was laying sick, thinking 
when she was 

about 
about 

shouting to God, which gave me great satisfaction. 
to depart – she was rejoicing & 

I have built me a log house, and added a small 
frame one to it – I am preparing to build me a stone 
house.  I have some African Gold, that I wish to make 
you a present of.  One hogshead of Tobacco is worth 
300 dol at this place.  I go sometimes to Governor Mech 



lin and talk with him about the best way to get my 
living, and to Mr Devany and other gentlemen that  
have been here longer than I have.  It gives me great 
satisfaction that every thing I do is for myself and my 
children.  I would not give the enjoyment I 
have had since I have been in Africa for all 
I have seen in America.  I have set out all 
kinds of fruit trees that are in Africa.  As soon as 
my Coffee trees bear I shall send you some.  We 
have preaching every Sunday, and prayer meeting every night 
through the Week – many of the re-captured Africans 
come to be baptized and we expect more shortly – they 
appear to be more diligent than the Americans – My 
love to ____ tell her I am glad to hear she is thinking 
about God.  Tell _____ if she was to come out here she  
would never want to go to America to stay again – 
tell Mrs Muse’s people if they come out here they will not 
want to go to America again.  My Son George Washington is  
spelling in three syllables and reading in the new American 
spelling book words of one syllable.  I think Monrovia 
will become to be a fine good place in course of a few years 
The people is building every day.  We have War since  
we have been here with the natives – the first day we 
started we went to St. Pauls – The next day we marched 
to King Brumly’s Town and took it.  We only lost one man 
if it had not been for the artillery we should have lost more 
men – our company was commanded by Governor Mechlin 
King Brumley was the cause of our making 
war with him by his threat that he gave us. 
Please to write to me by the first opportunity – it does 
me a great deal of good to hear from you – every 
vessel that comes out I look for a letter.” 
 
 
Envelope: 
 
Millwood  } 
  Oct 13     } 
  
 Revd

  Sec
 R. R. Gurley 

y A. C. Society 



   Washington City 
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  Letters From Colonists 
   The following extracts show how the settlers in Liberia estimate their advanta- 
ges.  No intelligence from the Colony has ever delighted us more than the honest 
but simple testimony here recorded.  The writers of the letters from which these 
extracts are made, were favourite servants of Miss Christian and Miss Judith B. 
Blackburn, near Shepherdstown, Virginia.  Eliza Hatter had received much in- 
struction from her mistress before her emigration, and is a woman of excellent 
character. 
 
        Extract from Eliza Hatter's Letter to her Sister. 
   "I never was better satisfied in my life, if I had only my dear 
relations and friends with me.  We enjoy the same liberty here 
our masters and mistresses do in America.  I am so well pleased 
with my situation, I would not change it for all America.  You 
need not be afraid to come; every person has to see trouble and in- 
convenience at first in a new country: I have seen almost as much  
trouble as any person, and I know I am satisfied.  I get a great 
deal of work to do.  I keep a girl ten years old, for her victuals 
and clothes;  I have taught her to read and sew, and she assists  



me in cooking and cleaning.  I have coffee in my lot, a good 
many other trees, and the guava, which makes nice sweetmeats. 
If I only had you and your family, mother and her family, and 
if my dear husband was returned, I should be as happy as the  
day is long.  My husband left me, in the Packet Richmond, the  
last of December; he went out as steward.  I suppose you have 
heard before this, of Mrs. Green's death; she lived only two 
weeks after the birth of her little boys; one died the same day, 
the other is three months old." 
 
Extracts from Mrs. Eliza Hatter's Letter to her former Mistress. 
      July 12, 1832 
   Dear Mistress:—You know not what pleasure it gives me to 
receive a letter from you—and such kind, affectionate letters. 
My dear friend, how shall I ever return your kindness?— 
You write to know what sort of a house we have.  Our house 
has one front room, a shed room, and one above stairs.  When 
Mr. Hatter returns, he intends to build a stone house.  Our lot 
is in a very pretty part of the town, and I have a great many 
very pretty trees growing in it.  I send you, by Mr. Hatter, 
some tortoise shell, and a little ivory tooth; and some shells to 
Miss —— and ——.  Give my love to them, and tell them 
I wish they had such a sweet beach to take their morning and 
evening walks on, as we have here.  My dear mistress, you do not 
know how thankful I am to you for buying my husband.  You 
desire me to write my own letters, and I am afraid you will not 
be able to read it.  We have two Baptist churches;  Mr. Teage 
has now a church of his own. 
 
Extract from Mr. Andrew Green's Letter, to the same. 
   Dear Mistress:—I embrace this opportunity to inform you 
that my wife is dead.  She died on the last of April; she laid 
sick ten days.  She had twins; one of them died the same day, 
the other is still living.  I was much interested while she was 
laying sick, thinking about when she was about to depart; she 
was rejoicing and shouting to God, which gave me great satis- 
faction.  I have built me a log house, and added a frame one to 
it; I am preparing to build me a stone house.  I have some 
African gold, that I wish to make you a present of.  One hogs- 
head of tobacco is worth $300 at this place.  I go sometimes to 
Governor Mechlin, and talk with him about the best way to get 



my living; and to Mr. Devany, and other gentlemen that have 
been here longer than I have.  It gives me great satisfaction; 
that every thing I do is for myself and my children.  I would 
not give the enjoyment I have had since I have been in Africa, 
for all I have seen in America.  I have set out all kinds of fruit 
trees that are in Africa.  As soon as my coffee trees bear, I will 
send you some.  We have preaching every Sunday, and prayer 
meeting every night through the week.  Many of the recaptured 
Africans come to be baptized, and we expect more shortly—they 
appear to be more diligent than the Americans.  My love to 
——; tell her I am glad to hear she is thinking about God.— 
Tell —— if she was to come out here, she would never want 
to go to America to stay again.  Tell Mrs. Muse's people, if 
they come out here, they will not want to go to America again. 
My son George Washington, is spelling in three syllables, and 
reading in the new American spelling-book, words of one sylla- 
ble.  I think Monrovia will become a fine, good place, in course 
of a few years.  The people are building every day.  We have had 
war, since we have been here, with the natives.  The first day 
we started, we went to St. Paul's; the next day, we marched to 
King Brumley's town, and took it.  We only lost one man. 
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    We have been furnished with a letter from Liberia, dated on the 28th of January, 
written by Reuben Hatter to his late mistress, Miss Christiana Blackburn.  The writer 
was in this county last summer, having returned from Liberia on a visit.  He seems to 
be much pleased with his location, and speaks in encouraging terms to his free 
coloured friends in this neighborhood.  He says:  "Tell those young men for God's 
sake, to come into a country where they can hold their heads up."  The feeling of 
satisfaction manifested in the letter seems to be genuine.  
    An opportunity for ten free blacks to go out this year, from Jefferson County, is 
now afforded to such as wish to avail themselves of it; and it would be well for those 
who desire to emigrate, to give early information to the Court of the County. 
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