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    The following letter, addressed to John T. 
Cookus, Esq. of Shepherdstown, is from a co- 
lored man purchased by the Rev. Doctor John 
Matthews, and sent to Liberia a short time 
since, together with his wife, three children, and 
a young man.  It is published at the request of 
the friends of the writer. 
 " LIBERIA,  DEC. 20, 1831. 
    "My dear Sir—I take the opportu- 
nity to inform you that I am well, 
hoping that these few lines may find 
you in the same enjoyment.  We have 
safely arrived at the town of Liberia, 
15th December, 1831.  The governor 
has situated us all together, for the 
space of six months.  Our provision is 
found us till the end of that time.— 
Now, sir, I will inform you of the sit- 
uation of our town.  The long way of 
it contains six streets, and the short 
way contains four.  The place is in a 
tolerable condition, but not as flourish- 
ing as it has been.  I have not a doubt 
that business will be as flourishing as 
it ever has been.  We have two other  
settlements—one, called Callswell and 



the other Millsburg, from 8 to 15 miles 
from the colony.  We have a fife play- 
ing and a drum beating every day, for 
our liberty officers of every descrip- 
tion.  I now inform you that we have 
in the colony fowls of every descrip- 
tion.  We have cows, hogs, sheep, 
goats and mules; horses we have none. 
Our inhabitants number about four 
thousand.  We are about to erect a  
sawmill.  You have been informed that 
money was not in circulation in the 
colony; but since I have arrived at the  
town of Liberia, I have found that mo- 
ney is very serviceable.  My respects 
to Baker Tapscott and all his family. 
I wish you, sir, to read this letter to 
the free coloured people of your place. 
I want them to understand the situa- 
tion of Liberia.  My respects to all 
those that are free.  None that are 
free never yet knew what freedom is, 
as it has never blown on them, nor ne- 
ver will in America.  I, myself, would 
not return for half of Shepherdstown, 
unless I could bring it away with me. 
My respects to 
and to you and all your family. 
  Your well beloved friend, 
   ABRAHAM HAYS." 
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